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Resetting the Scene 

II Timothy 3:1f- You must understand this, that in the last days distressing times will come. 
2 For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, abusive, 

disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 inhuman, implacable, slanderers, profligates, 

brutes, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God, 5 holding to the outward form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid them 

(NRSV)! 

Arrogance: “proud” is huperēphanos (ὑπερηφανος), “to show above,” thus, speaks of one who 

shows himself to be above other people. 

Luke 18:9f- He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 

and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I 

thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing 

far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the 

other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be 

exalted.” 

The Scene 

In Semitic speech (Aramaic, Hebrew, Syriac, and Arabic) to say you are going to the Temple to 

pray is the same as saying you are going to worship.  These atonement offering were done twice 

per day for sins committed. 

• The people are gathered together in front of the great altar on which the lamb is being 

sacrificed 

• The silver trumpets sounds and there is the clashing of the great cymbals 

• The psalm is read into their hearing 

• The blood of the lamb is splashed on the sides of the altar 

• The officiating priest goes into the Temple to offer incense before God 
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• The officiating priest returns and announces that the sacrifice has been accepted and their 

sins have been washed away 

• The silver trumpets are blown again and the wisp of the incense floats heavenward 

• The great choir sings and this begins our parable 

What does it mean to be righteous? 

• In the Greek and Hellenistic world “dikaios” meant a person who was civilized and who 

observed custom and legal norms.  A person maintaining an admirable standard of 

morality, obeys the law, and is known as a decent person is considered to be “righteous.”   

• The NT word has it roots in the OT word “sadaqa.”  It is not only the standard for man’s 

relationship to God, but also for his relationship with his fellows…it is even the standard 

for man’s relationship to the animals and to his natural environment. 

• The righteous person is not the one who observes a particular code of ethics but rather a 

person granted a special relationship of acceptance in the presence of God.  That 

relationship is maintained by acting in loyalty to the giver of the unearned status. 

 

What does it mean to be self-righteous? 

• To feel that you have earned God’s grace through meritorious works which naturally 

leads you to despise others who do not put forth such efforts. 

• Rather than comparing themselves to what God’s expectations are for them they compare 

themselves with others. 

Three Types of Prayers in 1st Century Judaism 

1. Confession of sins 

2. Thanksgiving for bounty received 

3. Petitions for oneself and others 
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The Pharisee 

• Stands by himself so that he does not become defiled by the “great unwashed.” 

• It is a common Jewish practice to pray one’s prayer aloud; usually to “preach” to the 

people not right like you. 

• “I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this 

tax collector.” These statements seem to suggest that somehow God was involved in 

making him “right” and would naturally suggest that those in these categories where in 

them because “God did it to them.” 

• “I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.”  Seems to suggest that he deserved 

whatever goodness God sent his way.  It was about what he earned by doing the right 

thing! 

The Tax Collector 

• Stands by himself because he doesn’t want to defile others by being in contact with him 

• He stood in his prayer beating his chest.  In the ME this is common among women in 

anguish at funerals.  Men rarely beat their chests, however in Luke 23:48 men and 

women beat their chests at the foot of Jesus’ cross. 

• He uses the word “hilaskomai” which translated means “make an atonement for me.” 

• He seems to recognize that the lamb offered by the priest was not the sacrifice he needed 

to be righteous, but rather the action of God was the only way he could be right with God. 

Conclusion 

There is no room nor right for the person in right relationship with God to ever become arrogant.  

If God had not desired to have a people loyal to Him and acted in such a way as to make this 

happen there would be none right at all. 

Isa 64:6f We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 

filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no 

one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from 

us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are 

the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 


